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SUBJECT :BRIEFING MEMORANDUM - PORTUGAL'S LEGISLATIVE 
ELECTIONS - APRIL 25 

FOR THE SECRETARY FROM HARTMAN 

THIS SUNDAY'S PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS ARE LIKELY 
TO COME OFF WITHOUT MAJOR VIOLENCE OR UNPLEASANT 
SURPRISES. WE EXPECT THE SOCIALISTS TO EKE OUT A NARROW 
VICTORY OVER THE PPD, THE CDS TO FINISH A STRONG THIRD. 
AND THE COMMUNISTS TO RETAIN THEIR HOLD ON 10-12 OF THE 
VOTE. AFTER TWO YEARS OF CONTINUOUS AND NUMBING 
POLITICAL RHETORIC, THE PORTUGUESE VOTER SEEMS TO BE 
APATHETIC. THE MOST RECENT POLLS (MARCH) SHOWED NEARLY 
HALF THE ELECTORATE STILL UNDECIDED. EMBASSY LISBON 
FORECASTS: 

—SOCIALISTS, 33 PERCENT (37.9 IN 1975) 

—PPD, 29 PERCENT (26.4 IN 1975) 

—CDS, 17 PERCENT (7.6 IN 1975) 

—COMMUNISTS, 11 PERCENT (12.5 IN 1975) 

—ULTRA-LEFT, BLANKS, ETC, 10 PERCENT 
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BEGIN, NOT END, WITH THE ELECTIONS. CANDIDATES HAVE 

YET TO BE ANNOUNCED FOR THE PRESIDENTIAL RACE 
SCHEDULED TENTATIVELY FOR LATE JUNE OR EARLY JULY, 
BARGAINING OVER COALITION ARRANGEMENTS PROMISES TO BE 
BOTH DIFFICULT AND LENGTHY, AND THERE ARE ALREADY 
RUMBLINGS WITHIN THE OPERATIONAL MILITARY ABOUT THE 
DESIRABILITY OF BEHIND-THE-SCENES MANIPULATION OF THE 
POLITICAL PARTIES. THE "OPERATIONALS " FAVOR A 
SOCIALIST-PPD COALITION AND ARE TALKING ABOUT EASING 
OUT THE HARD LINE SA CARNEIRO AS PPD SECRETARY 
GENERAL AND REPLACING HIM WITH MAGALHAES MOTA, A PPD 
LEADER MORE AMENABLE TO COOPERATION WITH SOARES. 

COALITION PROSPECTS. THE NEW GOVERNMENT 
WILL FACE THE IMMEDIATE NECESSITY OF IMPOSING AN 
UNPOPULAR AUSTERITY PROGRAM ON A COUNTRY PLAGUED 
ALREADY WITH MOUNTING INFLATION AND SEVERE UNEMPLOYMENT. 
WHEN THE ELECTION DUST SETTLES. THE PARTIES MAY SEE 
MORE ADVANTAGES IN OPPOSITION THAN IN GOVERNMENT. 

SOARES HAS ALREADY SAID THE SOCIALISTS WOULD GO INTO 
OPPOSITION IF THEY FAILED TO WIN SUFFICIENT VOTES (ABOUT 
40 PERCENT) TO PUT TOGETHER A MINORITY CABINET. 

THIS MAY HAVE BEEN AN ELECTION TACTIC. 

THE PRESIDENCY. NORTHERN MILITARY REGION 
COMMANDER PIRES VELOSO IS EMERGING AS THE CANDIDATE OF 
THE OPERATIONAL MILITARY, BUT NO CANDIDATES HAVE FORMALLY 
DECLARED THEMSELVES. ARMY CHIEF OF STAFF EANES SEEMS 
TO BE MORE VALUABLE WHERE HE IS AND IS NO LONGER 
CONSIDERED TO BE A SERIOUS CONTENDER FOR PRESIDENT. 

PRIME MINISTER PINHEIRO DE AZEVEDO HAS FADED FAST 
BUT IS STILL IN THE RUNNING. GENERAL GALVAO DE 
MELO, NOW RETIRED, IS THE STRONGEST POTENTIAL CANDIDATE 
ON THE RIGHT (HE IS CDS) BUT IS WITHHOLDING A 
DECISION ON HIS CANDIDACY UNTIL HE SEES WHO WILL 
BE THE MILITARY NOMINEE. 
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